
Little Book of Circle Processes author to offer trainings on Restorative Justice Practice of 
Peacemaking Circles 

The Conflict Transformation Committee of New York Yearly Meeting is sponsoring two three-
day trainings in the Restorative Justice Practice of Peacemaking Circles 

April 20th – 22nd in Rochester  
April 24th – 26th in the New York City region.  

This training will increase participants’ understanding of Restorative Justice and prepare them to 
keep/facilitate a peacemaking circle for a variety of circumstances.  

To receive a registration form directly, please send an email to kreixach@gmail.com with the 
subject line “Circle Processes Training Rochester” or “Circle Processes Training NYC region.”  
Participants are limited to 20 per workshop, with no more than 2 from any single meeting or  
NYYM Committee.  Please consider if you feel led to this work and committed to engage in it 
after the workshop.  Individuals outside NYYM will be registered only if the workshop is not 
full 10 days in advance.  A waiting list will be kept.

Cost of this workshop is typically at least $300.  The Committee believes it is critical that cost 
not be a barrier to participation. The workshops are largely underwritten by a few sources. The 
Committee invites Friends to pay what they discern is suitable for their condition. 

Circle processes have ancient roots in human history, and have many different applications, from
building community to restoring broken relationships. The principles undergirding circle pro-
cesses are in harmony with Quaker faith. Circles provide a structured way to follow our practices
of deep listening and of seeking connection through that of God in ourselves and others.
 
The Committee on Conflict Transformation envisions circle processes becoming part of the cul-
ture of New York Yearly Meeting. They are another resource to help meetings and committees 
gain confidence in responding to conflict as an opportunity for spiritual growth rather than per-
ceiving conflict as a problem to be avoided.  This fall each meeting and worship group was  
given a copy of the Little Book of Circle Processes at Fall Sessions—look for it in your Meet-
ing’s book collection. 

Co-Facilitators:

Kay Pranis has been working with Circles since 1996 helping to implement Circles in the adult 
and juvenile justice systems, schools, social services, workplaces, neighborhoods, mediation pro-
grams, churches and families. She has been using Circles for conflict resolution and for commu-
nity building in government agencies, community non-profits and universities. She has done nu-
merous international trainings, most recently several weeks in Brazil, and is the author of the Lit-
tle Book of Circle Processes.

Wilbur Bontrager (Farmington Friends) received his masters degree from Eastern Mennonite 
University with an emphasis in restorative justice and conflict transformation.  He is a member 
of the NYYM Committee on Conflict Transformation and the founder of Partners in Restorative 
Initiative (PIRI) in Rochester, NY.   
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